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I 
Mr. Burns,~Distinguished Guests, Association members, and 
Friend of G eenville and yhe Great Piedmont 
l 
It is an honor for me to meet with ' you 
during your 36th annual convention, and to discuss with you and 
thousands of others via the medium of television / my views on the 
gravest danger which today confronts the American people. 
It is always a pleasure for me to get away from Washington /and 
to return to the people in my home State. It is refreshing to be 
among people/ who believe in Americanism, who support the Constitution 
as written, who realize the value of our thriving free enterprise 
system, and who are willing to give a day's work for a da.y's pay. 
These are the principal ingredients which have tu:-ned our Southland, 
from what the late President Franklin Roosevelt once described as the 
"Nation's No. 1 Economic Problem/' into the land of opportunity( and 
the last fortress of individual freedom and initiative. 
Manufacturers have learned/ that it is more economical to build 
their plants in areas where people want the opportunity to work,-
where raw materials are plentiful, where the local and State 
Governments are sound, where markets are expanding almost at 
revolutionary speed, and most important, where the people have a 
friendly attitude toward industry. The mild climate and the adequate 
sources of power/ which have been developed in South Carolina and 
throughout the South/are also most advantageous for industrial 
development. 
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'.L':ie greatest iniust1·ial prog:csss in recent years / has beE':ln ina~e. 
right here in Greenville /and the great Piedmont area of South 
Carolina. More plants are being constructed in this area of 
opportunity/ eyery year/ than in any other area of similar si~e~ I am 
hopeful that this progress will continue, and that it will not ba long / 
before every community in our State/ is humming with industrial 
activity. 
We are proud of Greenville/and its title as the "Aj_r Lift Cap:!.tal 
and Textile Center of the World." I shall continue to exert every 
effort/to help the people of Greenville maintain and expe.nd this 
title. 
I commend you, the members of the Association, on your decision 
to ch~ose this/ as the meeting place of your 36th Annual Convention o 
I regret to report to you/ that the atmosphere in the Nation's 
capital is not so refreshing/as that we find in this great City and 
this great State. It reflects an alarming disregard h or the virtues 
of the free enterprise system /and the principles of constitutional 
government. I therefore welcome this opportunity ·::;o discuss with you / 
the challenge which facea the American people, as a result of the 
assaults being made on our constitutional form of government / an!-;?rur 
free enterprise systeme 
The pattern of our post-war existence / has developed into what 
may be generally characterized /as one of continuing international 
crisis and relative domestic plenty. From these circumstances / many 
have apparently concluded that the greatest danger to our country/ lies 
from without. 
Nothin /could be further from the truth. The gravest danger to 
our country is from within, and our enemies' most powerful weapon / is 
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the complacency of the American people as a whole. The Masters 01 tha 
Kremlin realize full well / that an all-out nuclear war would only 
result in their own destruction/ as well as ours. In order to keep 
this realization before them, however, we must maintain a strong 
national defense posture, and we must continue to make great strides / 
in missile, rocket, and other vital research programs. 
To prove my point / that the Soviet leadership is depending on our 
decay from within, rather than our destruction from without, I 
commend to your attention two of Mr. Khrushchev's recent statements. 
In June, 1957, he made the following remarks to the people of America / 
on a nation-wide broadcast: 
"•ooI can p1--ophesy that yo"J.r grandchildren in America / 
will live under Socialismo And please do not be afraid of 
that. Your grandchildren will ~ot understand / how their 
g:."andparents did not understand / the progressive nature of 
a socialistic society." 
Earlier this week/ the Soviet dictator expressed his fear of a 
nuclear war, and again voiced his confidence /4hat the forces of 
Socialism would triumph over our free enterprise system /by economic 
means. 
It is only fair and objective to realize / that the complacency of 
the American people / is not entirely self-originated. Its instillation 
has been surreptitiously encouraged and nurtured by our enemies, and 
its growth unwittingly aided / by some of our best intentioned leaders. 
Our humanitarian instinct / comprises one of our strongest national 
traits. It is our very humanitarianism, admirable and worthy though 
it be, on which our complacency is founded. By using a subtle, some­
times even subliminal approach, our enemies have enlisted our 
unthinking support of causes / apparently for the promotion of "human 
rights," but which, when carefully examined, reveal an underlying 
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advancement of collectivism. We find ourselves even more vulnerable / 
to plans for promoting the economic welfare of all, or a particular 
portion of our people, at the instance of government. We are inclined 
to direct our exclusive attention/ to the purportedly noble purpose 
of the plan, but to ignore the threatened jeopardy / to our individual 
liberty/ and the impracticality of utilizing the tool of government, 
in lieu of personal and private initiative. 
no decision, no action, proposed to be undertaken 
by the Federal government, should be free from the most careful 
scrutiny and logical judgment/o r each and every American citizen. 
Individual liberty and practicality/ must be weighed against not only 
the purported material benefit, but also against the practically 
proba½le benefits. Nothing should be accepted at face value, for 
only by laying aside emotional impulses /and submitting each matter 
to a logical and objective analysis, can we avoid the pitfalls of 
collectivism. 
By the Grace of God, we have been the beneficiaries of a 
constitutional republican form of government. Our forefathers drew 
from the wisdom of the ages, and from the foresight granted them by 
the Almighty/ in charting the framework for a government /which allowed 
maximum control by the individual of his own destiny, while at the 
same time/insuring to its citizens / the functions which governments are 
best able to perform. 
At this point, let me make it clear that the Constitution 
provides the framework/which permits the operation of a free enter­
prise system. It is through the destruction of constitutional 
safeguards /that our free enterprise can be destroyed. Socialism is 
repugnant to the Constitution, and the former cannot exist/ if the 
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latter prevails. 
We are now confronted with a two-pronged attack / on our 
constitutional form of government: First, the usurpation by each of 
the three branches of the Federal government /or the rights belonging 
to the others; and second, the usurpation by all three branches of 
the Federal government/ or the rights reserved to the States. Both 
attacks have been spurred on by various groups / interested solely in 
political aggrandizement /and by forces which would substitute 
collectivism for free enterprise. 
The attack is led by the present occupants of the Supreme Court. 
Intoxicated by their own words and seeming success; supported, even 
encouraged to a large extent, by an administration motivated from 
pressure group politics; secure from a Congress unwilling to curb 
their abuses, these nine would-be oligarchs/seek to impose their 
vicious and hzpocr!tical ideology/ on a sovereign people, in violation 
of the basic tenets of our republican form of government, as expressed 
and limited in the Constitution of the United States. Their ~pinions / 
have thwarted the efforts of Congress / to insure internal security of 
the country. Their usur ations / have practically reduced sovereign 
States / to political subdivisions of a national oligarchy. 
The Chief Justices of thirty-six States, speaking with a 
remarkable degree of restraint, expressed it in these words: 
It has long been an American boast / that 
we have a government of laws and not of men. 
We believe that any study of recent decisions 
of the Supreme Cpurt / will at least' raise con­
siderable doubt / as to the validity of that 
boast. 
Although the Supreme Court leads the attack, the other branches 
of the Federal Government / are also contributing nails to the coffin of 
I ~S'1 vl'IS, 
our Constitution. The 85th Cong ess,~ par cularly, has no claim to 
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laure l s from advocates of constitutional government. 
It was the 85th Congress, which invaded the field of education 
and passed a Federal aid bill, setting the precedent for general 
Federal aid to educatio and pregnant with means for the Federal 
government to usurp rights of the States. 
It was the 85th Congress, which admitted Alaska to the Union, 
thereby setting the precedent for admission of other non-contiguous 
territories - territories peopled with persons /who have no heritage 
in American political or religious philosophy. 
It was the 85th Congress, which supported such socialistic 
programs / as public housing and area redevelopment. 
It was the 85th Congress, which in its second session, alone, 
spent the country over $12 billion further into debt~ 
It was the 85th Congress, which refused to come to the aid of 
victimized workers, although the Congress' own investigations /were 
responsible for the revelation of repeated deprivation/ or rights of 
the working man. 
It was the 85th Congress, which refused to deal with a power-mad 
court, lest it incur the wrath of left-wing and minority pressure 
groups. 
Worst of all, it was the 85th Congress /which passed the first
• 
civil rights bill, so-called, in decades, and compromised the 
precious right of trial by jury. 
The 85th Congress had a miserable record; it could have been 
worse, I hate to admit; the record of the 86th will be worse, I warn, 
unless united, firm and resolute action /is taken.-
The issues on which the battles of the 86th Congress will be 
fought are now obvious. 
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A number of so-called civil rights bills have already been 
introduced. They are all bad, varying only in de ree. They range-
from an extension of the life of the Civil Rights Commission /to the 
naked force of F.E.PftCo We of the South will have to fight / with 
every facility at our command /to withstand the assault. 
Much of the legislation considered/ will turn on the question of 
fiscal responsibility. The President has proposed a budget/ which he 
thinks would balance income and expenditures. Quite frankly, his 
budget is unrealistic, and the means proposed by the President for 
achieving a balanced budget are completely inadequate. The President 
would reduce spending/ only sli htlr, and depend on estimated increased 
revenues / for his balance. His estimate of increased revenue/ is based-
on a ~ope_g-for increase /o r 8 per cent in our gross national product. 
A more realistic approach to a balanced budget /iies in the reduction / 
of non-defense spending an~ economic foreign aid/ to the level of-
assured income. We should not fear a surplus, for if one should 
occur, it could ~ be applied/ to the national debt, the interest on 
which/saps away almost 11 per cent of our Federal income. 
Among those programs which must face reduced expenditures/ are 
v- foreign aid, public housing, and urban renewal. Programs which will 
be pushed by the spenders, but which should be defeated, are 
.,,,,- community facilities-aid, area-redevelopment and increased federal aid 
to education. Only by a real economy drive on these and similar 
measures / can deficit spending be avoidedfend inflation held in check. 
Even desirable programs should be postponed h n order to check the 
hidden tax of inflation, which g_estroys the livelihood/ or our retired 
~ . 4 
workers and other fixed income groups, and mortgages our posterity 
before its birth. 
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In the field of labor relations, the 85th Congress passed the 
buck to the 86th. An objective consideration has indicated that such 
reforms / as providing democracy in unions, outlawing of secondary 
boycotts and organizational picketing, authorizing State action in 
the no-man's land of labor relations, and State control of strikes 
in public utilities, are imperative to our national welfare. At the 
• 
same time, efforts to re'peal Section 14b of the Taft-Hartley Act, 
which authorizes States to pass right to work laws, must be success--
fully resisted. Last, but in my opinion, most important, we must deal 
with the question of union dues being spent for purposes / other than 
collective bargaining. A continued unrestricted use of union dues / for 
political purposes /will result in virtual dictatorship by Reuthe~ and 
his cohorts. 
At every turn, Congress will be faced with legislation to 
1lta..
increase the Federal bureaucracy andAcontrol of individual action. 
For example, renewed effort will be made to extend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act / to include ~anx retail establishments which are local 
in nature, by utilizing a test of gross receipts to determine whether 
commerce is interstate, rather than looking to the actual facts in 
each case. I know you here today agree with me, that the jurisdiction 
of the Federal government has already been expanded/ far beyond its 
constitutional limits, by a perversion of the definition of interstate 
commerce. Practical application must replace lip-service-onl~r / to 
constitutional principles. 
The continuing struggle of the free world against communism/will 
claim much of the time of Congress. Positive and unequivocable action 
in the field of internal security/ is essential to offset the soft 
attitude reflected in recent Supreme Court decisions. A strong 
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defense establishment is too vital / to admit such influences as-artisan politics or service rivalry. The adequacy of our defense 
must be insured ... a deterrent force which is beyond doubt of either 
our own people or the enemy, - a force capable of dealing swiftly 
and surely with either limited or all-out conflicts. 
It is too early to predict / whether the $6th Congress will act 
more responsibly than did the 85th. The issues facing it are now 
being considered in committees. Only one important issue has been 
disposed of in the Senate. This concerned the attack on the Senate 
rules. 
The band of radicals who challenged the Senate rules, contended 
that the changes proposed by them were vital to pass legislation /to 
force integration of the races. The more drastic proposals were 
defeated, but a modification of the rule for limitation of debate / was 
effected on the final vote. This modification, which the radicals 
deem insufficient to enable passage of force legislation in the race 
field, permits two-thirds of those Senators resent n~/ to ~ 
debate on a bill, rather than two-thirds of the membershi of the 
Senate. Although the change adopted was not as restrictive as the 
other proposals, I firmly believe in unlimited debate / and the right 
of the majority of one section of the country / to exercise the 
attendant restraint on abhorrent legislation /aimed at a particular 
section of the country by a majority of Congress. I therefore 
vigorously opposed an change / in the rules. 
The Executive branch constitutes the third attacking force. Its 
very size comprises a threat. It consists of 13 departments; 16 
commissions; 24 administrations; 23 types of government corporations; 
711 offices; 96 services; 96 bureaus; 621 divisions; 45 boards and 
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471 miscellaneous or functional bodies. These are 2,116 tentacles of 
control / which reach out and restrict individuality and curb initiativ~ 
Exclusive of uniformed military personnel, the Executive employed a 
total of 2,000,729 persons / as of January 1, 1958. 
I do not mean to imply that the attack has progressed beyond a 
point of no return. Despite the yoke of indebtedness and taxation 
placed on their necks, and the loss of individual liberty which they 
have suffered~ the American people / still hold a grasp on the power of 
control of their government. It is the very fact that the people do-
have it within their power/ to halt this assault on constitutional 
government, that causes me to conclude /that complacenc is the gravest 
threat to our continued liberty. 
We are losing the war with communism and socialism. The battles 
we are losing are not on the beaches of Lebanon /nor in the Straits of 
Formosa; rather they are in the court rooms, the halls of Congress / and 
in the multitude of offices of the Federal bureaucracy. Not only is 
there little sign of resistance, but our people appear oblivious to 
the struggle. 
Each time the court substitutes its judgment / or what the think 
is morally right, rather than applying the law as written, some large 
measure of liberty is destroyed. Each time the words of 
the Constitution are i nored, they lose some of their potency. Every 
individual may not immediately be affected/ by ever decision of this 
type, but the particular right, left unprotected, may be the one /zou 
will badly need tomorrow. 
Each time Congress votes a so-called benefit / at government 
expense and control, individual liberty suffers a constriction. 
Government produces -no wealth, and for each benefit there must be a 
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----- -chargGo The individual produces the wealth / and he must pay the chargG, . 
not ·only in money, but also, and even more important, in the surrender 
of an individual right. When the government provides for you/ something 
you desire, it must be on the terms and conditions. Not 
only is the particular choice surrendered, but in the surrender, the 
power to choose is diminished from non-use. Thus is the philosophy of 
collectivis instill~d in a people. 
Each time a new Federal bureau is created, it is built to 
exercise a function previously exercised by individuals. For each 
riew regulation issued, a higher degree of conformity is required; 
and collectivism, whether communistic or socialistic in appearance, 
exists through conformit. 
Where is the spirit of 9 76, which sought not security, but 
' 
opportunity? What has happened to the belief/ that each man should 
be free to pursue his = destiny? Where is the rugged individualism/ 
which, through free private enterprise, raised our nation to the 
highest and most luxurious standard of living /the world has ever 
known? 
Surely the love of these forces / still exists / in the heart of 
every true American. But in our fixation with material security/ and 
the threat of communism from without, we have left open the back door. 
We have relaxed our vigilance of the enemy /in our midst. 
• I 
At the conclusion of the constitutional convention Benjamin 
Franklin was asked by a bystander/ what form of government had been 
proposed. He replied, "You have a republican form of government, if 
you can keep it." Franklin wisel recognized/ that eternal vigilance 
is the price of liberty, and that complacenc breeds tyrannr. 
We can f eeF our constitutional republican form of government. 
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It cannot be preserved by a few, for the very concept we s eek to 
preserve /still insures the sovereignty of all the people. Those who 
would halt our march to socialism, must make their voices heard. The 
American people must be shaken and awaket ed / from their materialistic 
and foreign conscious state of hypnosis0 Marx and Engles said that 
the simplest definition of communism/ was the abolition of private 
property. It matters not /whether private property is abolished by 
force from without, or by taxes for so-called humanitarian and 
welfare programs of our own government, the end result is the sameo 
In either event, socialism or communism is inevitably accompanied by 
abolition of individual libert . • 
The American people must demand/ a return to co~stitutional 
government. We do not know how much lon~er /we have to act. With 
every evasion of the Constitution by the Court, with every piece of 
socialistic legislation passed by the Congress, with every increase 
i..n th~ already overgrown Federal bureaucracy, the ~ / grows shorter. 
We are dan erously close / to the point of no return. We should act 
EEJl/ while we may, for tomorrow /our liberty may 
to act /will be lost. 
END 
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